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MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS BULLETIN 



Museum in Boston receives no support from City 
or State. Throughout its history it has been inde- 
pendent of public funds, and the new Constitution 
of the State forbids any such aid in future. The 
Museum has been developed organically in the 
past by the occasional gift or bequest of a large 
sum practically unrestricted; and must be developed 
in this way in future if it is to gain greatly in value 
and service. Bequests or gifts of six hundred 
thousand dollars would, at present rates, give an 
income sufficient to reduce the current deficits to 
nominal proportions. Yet a very much larger sum 
would be necessary to enable the Trustees to make 
even a limited selection of the great works of art 
that are currently submitted for their consideration 
— the exceptional opportunity of the present condi- 
tion of the affairs of the world. 

The acquisitions of the Museum during 1 92 1 
have been remarkable, both in number and in 
quality. The gifts of Dr. William Sturgis Bigelow, 
chiefly to the Chinese and Japanese Department 
and to the collection of Paintings, have filled a 
notable place in recent Bulletins. Dr. Denman 
W. Ross has continued his generosity of many 
years by the gift of objects of both Eastern and 
Western Art. The decoration of the dome of the 
Rotunda by Mr. John Singer Sargent, in progress 
since 1916, was unveiled on October 20, and the 
reception hall and central concourse of the building 
now offers an inspiring welcome to the visitor. A 
portrait of the Queen of Louis XIV, by Velasquez, 
long in the Imperial collection of Vienna, has been 
given by Mrs. Edwin Farnham Greene in memory 
of her parents. Mrs. W. Scott Fitz has added a 
beautiful painting of Salome, by Bernardino Luini, 
to her series of gifts of Italian masters. The Museum 
has acquired by purchase a Spanish Byzantine 
fresco of the eleventh century, formerly covering 
the apse of the Church of Santa Maria de Mur in 
Catalonia. On account of its size the fresco demands 
a special installation which is under consideration. 

Mr. Carrington's resignation as Curator of the 
Print Department comes at the close of a year of 
unexampled growth in that Department. The 
acquisitions of prints during Mr. Carrington's curator- 
ship have ended by making the Museum Collec- 
tion first in America and second to but very few 
of the great collections of Europe. 

The shipments from Egypt of the rich finds of 
the Harvard University-Museum of Fine Arts Ex- 
pedition have continued during 1921, and more are 
expected during 1 922. The work of installing the 
objects in the Egyptian galleries has been begun. 

Instruction at the Museum by Docent guidance 
(to 5,989 persons), Sunday Talks, Wednesday 
Conferences and occasional lectures has proceeded 
as in previous years. School boys and girls to the 
number of 3,153 visited the Museum in classes 
under their own teachers. A gift from a generous 
friend permitted the resumption of Children's 
Story Hours in July and August. The groups 
were 87 in number, and included 4,801 children. 



During 1 92 1 a preliminary edition of a Cata- 
logue of the Museum Collection of Paintings was 
published. The volume by Dr. Caskey entitled 
"The Geometry of Greek Vases" went to press 
in the closing weeks of the year. 

The School of the Museum had, in 1 92 1 , 323 
students, a substantial increase over the number for 
last year. The fees permitted of payments toward 
the deficits of war years and it is hoped may 
eventually permit of setting aside sums for the erec- 
tion of the imperatively needed building. 

Two free concerts were given in the Museum in 
April and May, with a total attendance of 5,318. 

The Board of Trustees lost by death during 
1 92 I Frank Victor Thompson, Superintendent of 
Schools. Mr. Jeremiah E. Burke succeeded to 
the office and ex-officio to the Trusteeship. In 
January Mr. T. Jefferson Coolidge was elected a 
Trustee to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death 
of Theodore N. Vail. 



Wednesday Conferences 

THE remaining Conferences of the season are 
as follows: 

Classical Art. Dr. L. D. Caskey, Curator. 

March I. A Gold Libation Bowl of the 
Seventh Century B. C. from Olympia. 

March 8. Dr. Caskey has asked Mrs. Charles 
H. Hawes to present at this Conference her new 
interpretation of the "Ludovisi Throne" and its 
companion piece in the Museum Collection. 

March 15. Dynamic Symmetry as illustrated 
in the Museum Collection of Greek Vases. 

Asiatic Art. Mr. John E. Lodge, Curator of 
Chinese and Japanese Art, and Dr. A. K. Coom- 
araswamy, Keeper of Indian Art and of Muham- 
madan Art: March 22, 29 and April 5, in the 
Chinese and Japanese Study. 

The aim of each group is to study one of the 
Museum collections through its cultural sources. 
The Conferences are not planned as formal lectures 
devoting an hour to one topic or certain objects, 
but are held from 2.30 to 4.30 as discussions under 
the guidance of the officers. 

The Conferences are open to the public without 
ticket. 

Notes 

During February the Museum will remain 
open until 4.30, and from March 1 until 5. 

Dr. Ananda K. Coomaraswamy, Keeper of 
the Collection of Indian Art at the Museum since 
its formation in 1917, has been appointed Keeper 
also of the collection of Muhammadan Art. This 
includes, among many other objects, textiles, pottery 
and manuscripts, the gift of Dr. Denman W. Ross, 
the remarkable Sultanabad bowl given by Mrs. J. 
Montgomery Sears, and the Goloubew Collection 
of Miniatures, purchased in 1914. 



